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FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 


Mr. Editor—As you have favoured the re- 
quest of “‘R. C.” by inserting an article from 
the “Religious Inquirer,” containing an ex- 
position of John v. 28. 29. I trust you will 
have the goodness to answer a similar request 
from me. It is this; that you publish in your 
paper the interpretation and remasks on the 
above passage given by Mr. Hudson, contain- 
ed in his Letters to Mr. Ballou. See Letter 
6th. p. 172—186. By complying with this 
request you will give your readers a better op- 
portunity to form a judgement on the subject, 
and much oblige, 

Yours, J. W. 

“Marvel not at this ; for the hour is coming, in the 


which all that are in their graves shall hear his voice 
end shall come forth ; they that have done unto 
" the resurrection of life ; ‘and they that have done evil 
unte the resurrection of damnation.” John y. 28, 29. 


The passage before us teaches a fature jud- 
gment, and informs us “> concomitant 
events, viz. a resurrection, a state 
tthment. The passage before us, I hick ae 
e state, end teaches a fature re- 

sensible, however, that you 
> i 3 ‘appl y.it 
, to the destrnetion of Jerusalem. But against 
_ Jour construction, and in favor of mine, there 


. @f@ many weighty considerations. 


You will readi y acknowledge that the pas 


sage in question holds forth the idea of a re- 
tribution—a retribution which is to take place 
uta specified time or period. Now the fact, 
that this retribution is to take place at some 
particular specified time, let that time be when 
it may, goes directly agamst the doctrine which 
limits all punishment to this world. For, if 
men are punished to the full desert of their 
crimes here in time, it is manifest that they 
must be punished step by step as they pass 
along, so that if they be taken away at any 
moment, they will have received all they de- 
serve, and so be obnoxous to no further pun- 
ishment. The doctrine for which you con- 
tend, therefore, forbids the idea of any spe- 
cial judgment: for it maintains that men are 
punished at one time, as muchas another ; that 
they are punished daily for their sins, so that 
if by any accident any one should be taken 
away instantly at any time, the account would 
be squared in this state, and the subject. would 
stand exposed to no’ fature discipline. Now it 
is perfectly idle on your scheme to talk of. any 
special judgment, that is; a judgment which is 
to take place at ‘any’ coetiied time. It is to- 
tally senseless arid absurd to speak of any par- 
ticular time, as the day of judgment, if the 
judgment takes place every day—at one pe- 
riod as much as at another. 

What should we think of a distinguished 
philosopher, who should pretend that he had 
some important fact to make known to man- 
kind, and then should gravely assert, that on 
a certain given day, the tide would ebb and 
flow at New-York? Since the ebbing and 
flowing of the tide is what takes place regu- 
larly and canstantly, we should conclude, that 
this learned man was trifling with our under- 
standing, or else he was disordered in his in- 
tellect. Just so must our Saviour appear, on 
your interpretation of the passage. your 
scheme we must suppose that Jesus Christ 
called our attention tu a subject, as though it 
were something of transcendant importance, 
aud gravely told us, that great power was giv- 
en him by the Father, that he might be ena- 
bled at a certain future period to aceomplish, 
what? Why, that which has taken place daily 
in all ages of the world, without any assistence 
on his part !! ene eden ge a! 
summate trifling to him who was incapable of 
oe who spake as never man spake 1’ 
Fer. .. bedg_s0 evident that a 
‘special jadgment is taught in this passage, that 


you are free to acknowledge it, th this 
acknowledgment is fatal to —— 

'| Bat youinform us that our Saviour was speak- 
ing of a spiritual resurrection in the context, 





ual resurrection in the context, is readily ad- 
mitted, but that he did give intimation of a 
change of the subject, we shall attempt to show. 
And it is worthy of special remark here, that 
you yourself apply the 28th and 29th verses 
to an event totally distinct, and entirely differ- 
ent from any thing taught in the context- 
And certainly you would not apply the differ. 
ent parts of this chapter to different events, 
in direct opposition to your own statement, 
unless such an application. was taught in the 
discourse. But to proceed;—In the 25th 
verse Jesus says, “Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the 
dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, 
and they that hear, shalllive.” This undoubt- 
edly isa moralor spiritual resurrection. Buta 
spiritual resurrection admitsof no special judg- 
ment to follow the resurrection. Itonlyteach- . 
es us, that those who are dead in sin, are rais- 
ed to newness of life or spiritual enjoyment. 
After speaking of a spiritual resurrection in 
verse 25th, Jesus saysin verses 26th and 27th, 
“For as the Father’ hath life in himself; so 
hath he given to the Son to have life in him- 
self; and hath given him authority to execute 
judgment also, because he is the Son of man.” 
Here our Savior not only speaks of his ability 
to impart that life of which he had spoken in 
verse 25th, but speaks of his ability to execute 
judgment also. ‘Thus we learn that he did 
change the subject of discourse. From 
that .of a spiritual resurrection, which pre- 
cludes the idea of a retribution, he changes to 
that of a literal one, connected with a retribu- 
tion or judgment. Thischange of the subject 
is plainly taught by his speaking of executing 
judgment in contradistinction from raising men 
to spiritual life. “Hath given him power to 
execute judgment auso.” Unless there is a 
change of the subject, the emphatic word, also, 
has no meaning. It is perfectly evident from 
the discourse itself, that there is a change in 
the subject. : 


Knowing that he had introduced something 
in addition to what he had been treating of, 
the divine Teacher says, “Marvel not at this ;” 
that is, though I have introduced something 
new, do not be surprised. And then, to con- 
firm and illustrate what he had hinted relative 
to executing j} he adds the 
in question... “Marvel not at this; for the hour 
is coming, in the which all that are in their 

rraves, shall hear his voice, and come forth ; 
thy tac have done good unto the resurrection 
of life; and they that-have done evil, unto the 
resurrection..of damnation.” | Now it is per- 
fectly evident, from the manner of introducing 





and has given no notice of any change of the 
subject. ~That Joong wes apeaking of 
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a subject entirely different from what is taught 
in verse 25th. 

By comparing the 25th verse with the 28th 
and 29th, we shall discover at once that they 
treat of differentevents. 1. In the 25th verse 
it 1s said, “‘the hour is coming, and now is ;’’, 
in the 28th, “the hour is coming.” Here then 
is a striking difference ; one is represented not 
only future, but present also: the other is rep- 
presented as exclusively future. 2. It is said 
in verse 25th, the dead shall hear the voice of 
the Son of God ;’’ in the 28th, ‘‘al/ that are in 
their graves shall hear his voice.” Here again 
is a striking dissimilarity. The former asserts 
that the dead shall hear. The term dead is 
used very frequently in the New Testament to 
represent those in a state of condemnation— 
“dead in trespasses and and sins.” But the 
word grave is not used by any New Testament 
writer in that sense. Though you puta figurative 
meaning upon the termgraves,in this passage, 
you are not able to produce a single instance in 
the whole N.Testament,where the word is used 
in that sense ; but you are under the necessity 
of repairing to one of the highly figurative vis- 
ions of Ezekiel. But this is an unfair mode 
of interpreting any writer. It is, in fact, not 
explaining his meaning by his own uniform 
use of the term, but by the single use of it by 
another writer, in another age of the world, 
and that too in connexion, where it is acknowl- 
edged, that the language is furthest possible 
from being literal. Who would feel justified 
in explaining the meaning of aterm, in a wri- 
ter ofour own age and nation, by the use ofthis 
term in one connexion only in a single 
writer in the days of Greece or Rome; 
especially when it is acknowledged, that 
this ancient writer, in this instance, used 
the term in a sense entirely different from 
all his contemporaries, and different from 
his own accustomed method of using it?— 
But this would be no more unjust than to 
explain the meaning of the word grave in St. 
John’s gospel, by the sense in which an an- 
cient prophet once used it. Now itappears to 
me to be much more proper to explain the mean- 
ing of the word grave by St. John’s own use 
of it, than to go to the Old Testament to ascer- 
tain its meaning. But for the sake of the case 
we will go tothe Old Testament. The word 
grave occurs very frequently in the Jewish 
scriptures. But it isnot even pretended that it 
is used to expressthe state of the spiritually 
dead except by one writer,in one connexion only. 

If the Old Testament, therefore,is to decide 
the question, it is much more rational to explain 
it by the general use of the word by the various 
writers, than toexplain it by the use of one 
writer only, and that in an excepted case. 

Now if we let St. John be his own exposi- 
tor, a privilege which all other writers claim, 
the matter will be decided at once. The term 
here rendered grave occurs at least sixteen 
times in John’s gospel. Four times applied 
to the grave of Lazarus, where it will be ad- 
mitted by all, that the term signifies the place 
of the hiterally dead. Eleven times it is ap- 


forth. 


plied to the grave or sepulchre of Christ, where | 
its meaning will not be disputed. Now as this | 
term is used fifteen times in John’s gospel ‘to 
signify the hteral grave, it is natural and just | 
to conclude, that it has this meaning in the re- | 
mainirig instance ; especially as thisis the sense 
in which the other New Testament writers 
uniformly use the term, and this sense best 
agrees with the passage itself. 

3. In the 25th verse Jesus says, “They 
that hear, or listen,” as Wakefield renders it, 
“shall live.” This plainly implies that all do 
not listen or regard the voice. By the dead’s 
hearing the voice of the Son of God, mention- 
ed in the preceding part ofthe verse, nothing 
more is meant, as you will acknowledge, than 
that the gospel is preached to those who are 
dead in sin. Now both scripture and obser- 
vation teach us, that many who hear the preach- 
ing of the gospel, do not listen, or regard 
its requirements. ‘Thus the clause, “ they 
who listen shall live,’ implies that a part 
only of those who enjoyed the preaching 
of the gospel, obeyed its requirements at 
that time, or were altered by what they 
heard. But not so in the 28th and 29th verses. 
There we are told that all shall hear, and come 
Here again the difference is such as 
to lead us to the conclusion, that the two pas- 
sages cannot apply to the same event. 

4. The 25th verse says, “all that hear 
shall live ;” that is, all that come forth, shall 
enjoy happiness. But this is, far from being 
the case in the 29th verse. There we are 
told, that ‘‘some shall come forth to life, and 
some to condemnation.” Thus we see that 
these passages are far from teaching the same 
thing, and of course cannot apply to the same 
event. ‘The latter passage is introduced as 
something in addition to the former, and differ- 
ent from it; and by comparing the passages 
together, we find that they teach doctrines es- 
sentially distinct and dissimilar. The 25th 
verse represents the event spoken of as present ; 
the 28th and 29th, as future : the former speaks 
of the deadin sin ; the latter,of those im their Lit- 
eralgraves: in the one case,a part only obey the 
voice ; in the other, they all yield obedience 
to the summons: in that, all who obey come 
forth to enjoyment ; in this, a part come forth 
to damnation, there, aretribution is precluded ; 
but here, it is clearly taught. And what pas- 
sages, I ask, can be more dissimilar? Noth- 
ing but the bias of system, I should think, 
could lead any person to interpret these pas- 
sages of the same event. 

[Concluded in our next] 


INTERESTING VIEWS 
OF CHRISTIANITY. 
wo. &. 

If, therefore, the rulers of the people have 
taken the necessary precautions, have they not 
removed from themselves every possibility of 
supposing that the body could be carried away? 
They have the confidence, however, to suppose 
it: they give large money to the soldiers, who 











at their instigation spread it among the people, 





That the disciples came by night, and stole 
away the body, while they slept. 

1 do not insist upon the singular absurdity of 
this report, suggested by the guards. It is 
glaring : how could those guards depose to what 
passed while they slept! Besides, is it very 
probable, that trusty guards, chosen expressly 
tor the purpose of preventing the most danger- 
ous imposture, would allow themselves to 
sleep? 

I shall here propose an argument, which 
stikes me very much: nothing appears to me 
more evident, than that the magistrates could 
not be ignorant of the truth. If they are con- 
vinced, that the body is really carried away, 
why do they not prosecute their guards? Why 
do they not publish this prosecution? What 
could be more obvious, or better ealculated to 
stop the progress of the imposture, and to con- 
found the impostors ? 

These magistrates, though so deeply inter- 
ested to confound the imposture, do not pur- 
sue a method so direct, so clear, and so judic- 
ial. ‘They do not even secure the persons of 
the impostors. They do not confront them 
with the guards. They punish neither the im- 
postors nor the guards. They publish no legal 
proceeding. They do not satisfy the public. 
Neither do their decendants give more infor- 
mation, but confine themselves, as their fath- 
ers had done, to the simple affirmation of im- 
posture. 

But, what is more ; when those very magis- 
trates, in a short time after, summon before 
them two ofthe principal disciples, upon occa- 
sion of a cure which makes a noise, and when 
those disciples dare accuse them to their faces 
ofa great crime, and attest in their presence 
the resurrection of him, whom they crucified ; 
what do the magistrates do? They satisfy 
themselves with threatening the two disciples, 
and forbiding them to teach. ‘Those menaces 
do not intimidate the witnesses ; they continue 
to proclaim aloud in the same place, and under 
the very eye of the police, the resurrectiou of 
the crucified Jesus. They are again summom 
ed before the magistrates; they appear, and 
with the same boldness persist in their deposi- 
tion: The God of our fathers raised up him 
whom ye slew.—We are his witnesses. ; 
do the magistrates now? They beat the wit- 
nesses, repeat their first prohibition, and let 
them go. 

Here are circumstantial facts; facts which 
have never been contradicted : facts eonstant- 
ly and unanimously attested by witnesses, who, 
I must acknowledge, do possess all the quali- 
ties which constitute the best foundation for 
the credibility of testimony. Shall I, toinval- _ 
idate such facts, say, that the fear of ped 04 i 
ple prevented the magistrates from 
enquiries, from judicially pr ing and pul 
ishing the witnesses as im , from pub 
lishing authentic, legal proceedings, &. !— 
But if Jesus Christ, during his life-time, hed 
done nothing to excite the admiration and ven- 
eration of the people: if the people had not 
blessed God for having given to men 
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by judicialiy prosecuting an impostor’s abject 
disciples, who were themselves also inpostors? 
Hiow should the magistrates have ,had any 
thing to fear from a people so strongly, and 
for so long a time, prejadiced in their favour, 
if they could have proved, by legal public pro- 
ceedings, that the cure of the man born blind, 
the resurrection of Lazarus, the cure,of the 
lame man, the gift of tongues, &c. were on- 
ly shew tricks? How easily might they have 
taken iuf rmations upon such facts! How ea- 
sily in particular could they have proved most 
rigorously, that the witnesses spoke only their 
mother tongue! What reason had the magis- 
trates to fear the people, if they could have ju- 
dicially demonstrated, that the disciples had 
carried away the body oftheir Master? And 
was it more difficult to prove this than the 
rest ? 


Can I now have any doubt of the extreme 
improbability of the first hypothesis, that the 
body was carried away? Can I reasonably 
refuse to admit, that the second hypothesis has 
at least a degree of probability equal to that 
of any fact whatsoever, in the -history of the 
same age, or of the ages immediately follow- 
ing? 

Shall I here delineate the frightful picture 
of the character of the principal adversaries ? 
Shall I draw this picture from their own his- 
torian Josephus? Shall I set this character 
in opposition to that of the witnesses? Vice 
to virtue; fury to moderation; hypocrisy to 
sincerity ; falshood to truth? I should forget 
that Iam making only a sketch, and not a 
treatise. 

The resurrection of the Messenger is not an 
unconnected fact, but is the chief link of a 
chain of facts of the same sort, and of a multi- 


be absolutely inexplicable, if ihe first were 
supposed to be false! If, in any matter what- 
ever, an hypothesis be so much the more 
probable, as it the more happily explains a 
greater number of facts, or a greater number 
of essential particulars of a fact; shall i not 
in sound argument be obliged to grant, that 
the first hypothesis explains nothing, and that 
the second explains every thing most happily 
and most naturally ? 

_ Shall I add, that if the Messenger be not 
risen, he has been a most extraordinary im- 
postor? for by the confession of the witness- 
es, he had predicted his own death and res- 
urrection, and established a memorial of both. 
If he is ‘not risen, therefore, his disciples must 
have thought that he had deceived them in 
this most important point ; and if they thought 
80, how could they have founded upon a res- 
urrection, which did not take place, such ex- 
alted hopes of future happiness? — In his name, 
how could they have announced to the human 
power: if the doctrine of Christ, and his man- 
her of teaching, had not far excelled every 
thing they had heard from their own Doctors: 
if they had not been convinced that never man 
spake like him: why should the magistrates 
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have had any thing to fear from this people, 
race this future happiness? iow could they 
have exposed themselves, for so long a period, 
to so many contradictions, to such cruel trials, 
to death itself, in support of a dovtrine, which 
entirely rested on a false fact, and the falsity 
of which was so manifestly known to them? 
How could men, who made so public, so con- 
stant, and aparently so sincere a profession of 
the nest delicate and noble love towards man- 
kind, have been so unnatural as to deceive 
many thousands of their fellow-men, and pre- 
cipitate them along with themselves into an 
abyss of misery? How could extraordinary 
impostors have hoped to be rewarded, in 
another life, for the sufferings they endured in 
this? How could such impostors teach men 
the most sublime doctrine, and that best suit- 
ed to the ‘wants of universal society ?—But I 
have already insisted long enough upon these 
monstrous contradictions to common sense : 
here they present themselves in so great num- 
bers, and are so striking, that I need only re- 
flect upon them a few moments, to be sensible 
on which side the greatest probability lies. 


Shall I object, that the resurrection of the 
Messenger was not sufficiently public, and 
that he ought to have shewn himself in the 
capital, after his resurrection, and especially 
to his judges? I shall at first sight perceive, 
that the question does not at all respect the 
knowledge of what God could have done, but 
of that solely which he has done. God would 
speak to man as an intelligent and moral be- 
ing; he would not force him to believe, and 
thus leave his understanding unexercised. I 
have, therefore, only to satisfy myself, that the 
resurrection of the Messenger was accompan- 
ied with circumstances sufficiently decisive, 
and was preceded and followed by facts suf- 
ficiently striking to convince a rational man, 
of the extraordinary mission of the Messenger. 
Now when I examine all the circumstances 
and facts; when I weigh them in the balance 
of reason, I cannot deny that God has done 
all that was sufficient to give a reasonable man 
that moral certainty, respecting his future ex- 
istence, which he wanted, which he desired 
with so much ardour, and which was so well 
suited to his present condition. 

I acknowledge, likewise, that my objection 
to the defect of notoriety in the resurrection 
of the Messenger, would involve in it a great 
absurdity; because, when I investigate this 
objection, I shall very quickly perceive, that 
every individual of the human race might al- 
so require that the Messenger should appear 
to him, &c. 

I must not say, this or that is wise, there- 
fore God has done, or ought to have done it; 
but I ought to say, God has done it, therefore 
it is wise. Does it become a being so pro- 
foundly ignorant, to pronounce upon the ways 
of Wisdom itself? The only thing here pro- 
portioned to my limited faculties, is, to study 
the ways of Adorable Wisdom, and to be sen- 





THE BURIAL. 

A FRAGMENT. 

“There was a joy on earth—the twittering 
swallow, as it darted along in sunshine and 
shade, heeded not the bitter wailings of afflic- 
tion and distress—the wild bird in its noise- 
less flight, softly silent as falls the snow-flake, 
seemed unmindful of wo, as it flashed its wing 
across the vision, like midnight, and vanished 
as suddenly. Tome the sight of their joyous 
felicity brought no gladness—the sound of 
their mirth fell cold upon the heart” —it seem- 
ed inseneible that they were smiling over ruin 
and decay; thatone of hope’s fairest, sweetest 
flowers, had drooped and died,” and now— 
even now—was to be laid in the earth’s cold 
bosom. 

“I had seen the child in its guileless beauty, 
when it was a thing all glowing with health, 
innocence and joy—I had seen it folded in the 
arms of her that bore it, in all the overwhelming 
fondness of a mother’s love”—I had heard 
that little voice ringing its joyful note like 
sweetest music—had seen those little hands 
stretched to the bosom of its mother, twining 
about her like tendrils round the parent stem. 
‘*But now her blessing, her youngest, loveliest, 
slept—not on the soft bosom of a mother’s ten- 
terness—but with the quiet dead! That 
voice was hushed and silent as an unstrung 
harp! Death, death! how lovely canst thou 
be! Though paleand lifeless it wore a smile 
passionless and pure as the cherub of immor- 
tality—it had nothing of the corps about it, 
but its whiteness—nothing of the grave but 
its stillness.” So beautiful he seemed, like 
the land decked with a flowery-garland for 
the sacrifice.—I could fain have lain down by 
his side, in the cold bosom of our common 
mother, on the dark and silent hill. 

‘Thou weepest, fond mother—ah! well thon 
mayest. Hard is it for thee to lay thy loved 
one low in the damp earth, beneath the cold 
clods of the valley—hard is it to reflect that 
this thy child of peerless beauty, will never 
more raise its rosy lips tothine, in all the fond- 
ness of childhood’s warm affection. Ah! these 
are recollections that weigh upon the soul, 
even to overpowering. Memoroy tells thee 
thou art desolate, it tells, too, of playful smiles 
of a thousand soft and winning ways that 
twine around a mother’s bosom, it tells of the 
sweet wild throbbings of unspeakable bliss, 
that were there when softly soothing him to 
slumber and repose. Now, the foliage of the 
willow will be his shelter, and the narrow 
house his abiding place—the nursery will no 
more resound with his gladsome mirth—the 
cradle in which it had so oft reposed in quiet 
is now desolate. Thou weepest,fond mother. 

The last look. The time is come when 
she may gaze once more on her sleeping boy, 
ere the pall is settled upon his lifeless brow. 
Oh! the bitter agony of that moment; one 
long burning kiss upon his marble foreheard, 
and he is shut from her view. 

Look abroad, fond mother, on the ways of 
sinful men, and repine no more that God hath 





sible of the'value of his kindness. 


made thy child an angel in the regions of 
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bliss. Now his song mingles with the thanks- 
giving of the blest sanctified, safe, and secure 
from the stormy blasts of iniquity, with Him 
who is from everlasting. 

. * * 

The long train of weeping friends gathered 

around a fresh dug grave. ‘I'he coffin was 
lowered into its final resting place, in that vale | 
of solitude and silence—the spirit of him | 
who was so lovely here, had, long ere this, 
erossed the dark waters, and is safely landed 
upon the flowery coast of a world of fadeless 
bloom. 

* . * « 7 ” 

Afterwards I stood by that little grave— 

the moon was beaming onit like his own pure 
spirit, the willow sighed above it as if it knew 
the pure, the beautiful was gone ; and the green 
grass waved above him like the gentle billow, 
o’er the pearl it buries; and I wished that I 
too, could sleep, so calmly, silently, by that 
sweet boy; I prayed that I too, might be as he 
is, passed from this vale of bitterness, sorrow, 
and of tears. The blood that blushed so 
beautifully in thy little veins, was strange to 
mine, but I loved thee better than a brother. 
Farewell dear boy. 

a * * 
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** Earnestly contend for the faith.” 








Provivence, Satrurvay, Ocr. 20, i827. 








FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 


LETTER 
To Misses H. H.—P. M.—and E. B.— 
of C 

Much esteemed Friends, 

It is with emotions of pleasure, that I em- 
brace this opportunity to communicate a few 
lines to you, on an interesting subject. As 
you have recently become the readers and 
supporters of the Christian Telescope, a pa- 
per designed to disseminate the best of knowl- 
edge, and to suppress the worst of evils, you 
will pardon me for the freedom, I take, in ad- 
dressing you, through the medium of its col- 
umns. In perusing its pages then, it is very 
important that each of you examine every sub- 
ject with the utmost candour and attention, 
and particularly, to bring every subject to the 
test of inspiration ; ‘‘to the law and to the testi- 
mony, for if they speak not according to this, 
it is because there is no truth inthem.” The 
RIBLE is the only standard to try our doctrine 
by, and it is the only ground of the Universa- 
list faith :—which faith rests on the promises 
and oath of Jehovah,that all the nations, fam- 
ilies and kindreds of the earth, shall be bless- 
ed in Christ. It is then of vast importance, 
that we examine the pincer faithfully and con- 
stantly ; in forming our opinions of its diyine 
requirements, and its sublime truths, ever be 
careful not to make it contradict or oppose the 
great works of nature, creation, or providence. 
The bible declares, that God is impartial, 





descends on the just and on the unjust. Da- 
vid says, he (God)openeth his hand, and sat- 
isfieth the desire of every living thing, This 
all know to be a fact: all created beings, ra- 
tional and irrational, are partakers of the boun- 
tiful goodness of the supreme Ruler of all 
things. And so it has been from time im- 
memorial ; which proves that God is immuta- 
ble, that his goodness is equal to his power, 
that it is commensurate with his existence ; 
and that unlimited,impartial goodness will be 
the predominant principle of Deity; world 
without end. Having such views of the char- 
acter of God, we may repose confidence and 
trust in him ; we may satcly believe he is the 
Father and friend of us all; we may safely 
believe that He so loved the world, that he 
has sent his Son to redeem it from sin, and to 
save it by the washing of regeneration,and the 
renewing of the holy-ghost. We may safely 
believe, that Christ will destroy death, and 
him that hath the power of death, and draw 
all men unto him, who is the rssurrection and 
the life, and who shall finally see of the travail 
of his soul, and be satisfied :—Hence, saith 
the Apostle, “the that hath this hope purifieth 
himself, even as he (Christ) is pure.” We 
now see that the result of a belief in the good- 
ness and unchangable love of the great Divin- 
ty, will lead us to love God and our fellow be- 
ings ; It will stimulate us to every virtuous ac- 
tion ; It will induee us to deal justly, and to 
walk humbly before God. The love ot God, 
manifested in creation and redemption, in- 
duced the apostle to love God ; “we love him” 
saith he, “because he first loved us.” And 
nothing short of the goodness of God,displayed 
to asinful world, will lead them to repent- 
ance, and sincere obedience :—It is the great- 
est incentive to virtue, and the only true basis 
of religion and morality. And as the doctrine 
of the “restitution of all things,” had a salu- 
tary effect in the apostolic age, it will conse- 
quently have the same effect now ; hence, the 
propriety of advocating the doctrine of impar- 
tial grace, which is clearly displayed in the 
volumes of nature and inspiration. I am there- 
fore disposed to warn you against receiving, as 
truth, any doctrine which destroys the paren- 
tal character of God: Or, which represents 
the Ruler of the universe as an arbitrary and 
revengeful Sovereign, electing some to end- 
less bliss, and reprobating others to unceasing 
and indescribable terment. Such, are only 
the doctrines of men, and form no part of the 
Gospel, as revealed in the Scriptures of truth. 

You will not, I trust, impute this letter to 
any improper motive, or think me too assum- 
ing in communicating these suggestions for 
your consideration. It is from no other mo- 
tive than to awaken in your youthful minds 
the importance of right principles, and form- 
ing right conceptions of Him to whom we all 
are accountable, and who will render to every 
man ae@¢erding to his works. It behoves us, 
then, a8 children of one common Parent, and 





merciful, just and universally good. And this 


| 


truth, the volume of nature attests; the sun | fellow heirs of an unme:i.cd aud incorrupta- 
rises on the evil and on the good, and the rain | ble inheritance, to live. soberly, righteously, 


and godly in this present. world ; that wien 
our days are numbered and finished, we may 
be ready to meet the icy king of terrors, with 
a smile, and be waited from a world of tears 
and sorrows, to that House not made with 
hands, ‘‘eternal in the heavens.” 
Yours affectionately. 
Carver, Sept. 29th, 1827 


im. 





FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 

Mr. Editor,—By the politeness of a friend, 
I have been favoured with a perusal] of your 
journal, Until yesterday, 1 was totally igno- 
rant that a writer in your columus had made 
an attack on a commuuication of mine publish- 
ed in the “Rel. Inquirer.” This fact will ac- 
count for my not noticing his remarks betore. 
With your permission, I will offer a short 
reply. 

TO PHILOSCPHEME. 

As you have offered in the Telescope and 
Miscellany of July 28 and August 18 “some 
reflections” on a doctrine advocated by me, 
in the ‘Rel. Inquirer” of July 2ist and. by 
you denominated ‘Vain Philosophy,”—it may 
be well for me to detend and justity myself. 

You say “‘this theory supposes that-—the old 
fashioned belief, so almost universally revered 
that the Law of God which prohibits certain 
actions as sinful is a transcript of the divine 
will, is no less than an absured and ridiculous 
old wife’s fable.” I think you will be satistied 
that this is a mistake, if you intend to apply 
it to my communication, by reading it again, 
together with the article in the Rel. Inquirer 
of July 7, headed “Secret Will of God.” In 
both, you will find that 1 contend that the Law 
or the will of God requires that all men cease 
from sinning and become holy : and that in due: 
time, this will be effected. 
that nothing can be found in either of these 
articles, denying that the “Law of God is @ 
transcript of the divine will.” 

In regard to Pharaoh you say the fact of 
God’s raising up Pharaoh for the purpose of 
shewing his great power,” &c. “‘no more proves 
that he pre-ordained all the wickedness ef that 
prince than it proves the perfect sameness of 
sin and holiness ;” and intimate that I used the 
‘most forced and unatural construction of lan- 
guage” toaccommodate,this passage to my pur- 
pose. Perhaps you may be convinced that 
this is a mistake by the following together with 
other passages of similar import. Exodus vii. 

2 ‘ 


‘And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and multiply 
my signs and my wonders in the land of Egypt—. 
But Pharaoh shall not hearken unto you, that 1 
may lay my hand upon Egypt, and — forth mine 
armies, and my people the children of Israel, out of 
the land of Egypt by great judgments. And. the 
Egyptians shal Ww that I am the Lorv when! 
stretch forth mine hand upon Egypt, and bring out the 
children of Israel from among them.” 


Exodus xiv. 4. 

“ And J will harden Pharaoh’s heart, that he sbalt 
follow after them and I will be honoured upon Pha- 
raoh and upop al! his host that the Egyptian mey 
know that am the Lorp, And they did so.” 
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‘Uacss app sar to me to explain the purpose 
for which God raised up Pharoah; also to con- 
firm tkeidea that he predeteriained his ac- 
tions. 

To obviate the force of my argument, drawn 
from Gen. |. 20, you say,, “ Here Lucius 
takes it for granted, that what they thought 
an evil against Joseph, was their selling him 
into Egypt. But this is assuming the argu- 
ment without proof. The Israclites were not 
Ezyptians: the brethren of Joseph, therefore, 
did not sell him into Egypt,’&c. Is not this 
a mistake ? Gen. xlv. 4—8 

« And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near 
to me, I pray you,: and they came near. And he. 
said, 1 am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into 
Egypt. So now, it was not you that sent me hither, 
but God : and he hath made me a father to Pharoah, 
and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all 
the land of Egypt.” = 

Does it not appear from this that Joseph 
was sold in Egypt? and that this too, accord- 
ing to the willof God? I now submit to your 
own candor to decide whether the use I made 
of the passage was unwarrantable :—whether 
I “assumed the argument without proof:”—and 
whether the explanation you have given of the 
passage is more scriptural than mine. 

I wish you would once more examine “what 
Lucius has furnished as scriptual proof of his 
theory” and see if you still “‘find it insufficient 
to support his position” [Telescope and Mis- 
cellany Vol. 3. p. 199.] It is unnecessary to 
advance more “scriptural prvof,” until this is 
shewn to be “insufficient.” 

I will just observe, however, the actions of 
men are either according to the will of God,— 
or contrary to his will;—or he has no will on 
the subject. If according to his will, my “the- 
ory” is true. If contrary—then God must be 


.perpetually dissatisfied and unhappy, in the 


me proportion that his will is thwarted ;—-and 
grossly misunderstand his declaration, that 
will do all his pleasure. xlvi, 10. If he 
ve no will on the subject, then it is left to 
you to decide who confounds vice-and virtue— 


right and wrong. 
Springfield, 1827. \LUCIUS. 





FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 
REMARKS 
ON ACTS, THIRD CHAPTER. 
DELIVERED AT A CONFERENCE MEETING IN THE 
VESTRY OF THE CHAPEL. 
The Chapter read in our heating this eve- 


» hing isofa character too interesting not to 


claim a suitable share of the atfntion of this 
audience; Nay, we may safely affirm, that the 
whole of the Book of the Acts of the Apostles 
of our Lord should claim our serious medita- 
tion. 

The miracles of mercy with which the New 
Testament abounds are arflong the most strik- 
ing and convincing evidence of the .benevo- 
lence of the Saviour of the world, and of that 
Religion which he promulgated; and at the 
same time are calculated to fasten conviction 
in the mind of the most sceptical of our race, 
of the Divinity of the religion which the Son 








of God taught and practised in the days of his 
flesh.—Let us cast our minds back through 
ayes that are past and gone and behold the be- 
nevolent Jesus at the grave of Lazaaus; and 
what do we behold, what is testified in the ora- 
cles of divine truth ?. That a brother already 
dead and buried, by the power of God mani- 
fested in his beloved Son, is brought forth to 
life, is resuscitated, and presented to weeping, 
sorrowing and disconsolate sisters! You have 
all undoubtedly read the account of this mira- 
cle and numerous others recorded in the New 
Testament; and where among them all is there 
a manifestation of aught but mercy and benev- 
olence? Nor did heon any occasion, before 
performing his acts of benevolence and hu- 
manity, require a profession of belief in certain 
creeds and opinions. No, all was mercy, all 
was mild, he manifested in all his actions, 
that he was the wisdom, power, and Love of 
God, to the world ; that he was, in very deed, 
the express »mage of the infinite Jehovah. It 
is true that on some occasions, he asked ot those 
who resorted to him if they believed he had 
power to perform what they requested,-but on 
no occasion, was it made a condition of his 
performing the deed. Whenthe Saviour saith 
to Martha,—“Thy brother shall rise again;” 
did she believe that by the mighty power of 
God manifested in Jesus, her brother was at 
that time to be resusitated |? hear her answer, 
”T know that he shall rise again, in the resur- 
rection, at the !ast day.” And when the be- 
nevolent Jesus informed her that he was the 
resurrection and the life; she says ‘I believe 
that thou art the Christ the son of God which 
should come into the world:” And when the 
Saivour came to the grave of her brother and 
directed that the stone be removed; Martha is 
still unbelieving ; but that did not hinder the 
act of benevolence and humanity and he saith 
‘‘Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldst be- 
lieve thou shoulds’t see the glory of God.” 
The stone was removed, and at the word of 
him to whom Power was given from on high, 
Lazarus came forth—The sleeping dead a- 
wakes to life,comes forth from the cold grave, 
and they were bade by the Saviour to loose 
him and let him go.” 

The miracle recorded in the former part of 
the Chapter read this evening is of a character 
with the one of which we have been speaking, 
though in our view not sotranscendently great; 
it however shews us the nature of that religion, 
which was promulgated by the Son of God, 
and his immediate disciples,that it breathed u- 
niversal good will; that no partiality belongs to 
it;—that like its divine author, it is Love to the 
whole race of moral and intellectual beings ; 
however sinful and miserable. 


It seems a certain man lame from his birth 
was daily carried and laid at the gate of the 
Temple called Beautiful, for the purpose of 
asking alms, or begging 4 pecuniary assis- 
tance, of those who en into the Temple ; 
and at the ninth hour, Peter and John,two of 
the disciples of our Lord, went up together in- 


asked an alms. Peter fastening his eyes on 
him with John; said Look on us? 

He expecting to receive some pecuniary aid 
gave heed tothem; But Peter said, Silver 
and Gold have I none, but such as I have give 
[ unto thee; In the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth rise up and walk; And he took him 
by the right hand and lifted him up and imme- 
diately his feet and ancle bones received 
strength; And he leaping up, stood, and walk- 
ed, and entered with them into the temple, 
walking and leaping and praising God! It 
seems that the people knew that this was the 
man who was lame, and whom they had seen 
at the gate of the temple ; and they were fill- 
ed with wonder and amazement. Peter see- 
ing it, says, why marvel ye at this, or why 
look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our 
own power or holiness we had made this man 
to walk ; and informs them, that the God of 
Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God 
of our fathers, hath glorified his Son Jesus ; 
whom ye delivered up and denied him in the 
presence of Pilate when he was determined to 
let him go. And his name through faith in 
his name, hath given him this perfect sound- 
ness in the presence of you all. T'wo things 
are clearly brought to view in this account, 
one of which shews the universal benevolence 
of the religion of Jesus, and that by undeniable 
proof: The other is, that the lame man was 
not healed in consequence, or as a condition 
that if he would believe, he should be healed, 

There is a moral application which may be 
made of the 6th verse ofthis Chapter. ‘Then 
Peter said, silver and gold have I none but 
such asI have give I unto thee,” Most if not 
all the early disciples of the dispised Nazarine 
were in a pecuniary point of view, poor and 
pennyless, they had hardly the neccessary 
conveniences of life to sustain their mortal ex- 
istence ; but they had the true riches,. durable 
riches and righteousness, Their active minds 
were ever at work to do good, even to the evil 
and unthankful. They knew that their mas- 
ter’s law was love, pure love unbounded and 
universal ; that when he was reviled he reviled 
not again, when scourged he threatened not, 
“Silver and gold have I none,” says the Apos- 
tle ; but he was endowed with Power from on 
high to work miracles; he by the wonder 
working power of God caused the lame man 
to leap like the hart, and praise the name of 
the God of Love; he asked him not to adopt 
his particular creed, to worship in the temple 
with him, before he would put forth the pow- 
er with which he was endowed and restore 
him to perfect soundness, No, he knew too 
well, that his heavenly Father caused sunshine 
and showers to descend on the evil and on the 
good ; that all the creatures of God were alike 
the objects ofhis care é&love, and that those who 
were satisfied of this great truth, should aim to 
belike the great Divinity whose tendef mercies 
are over all his works. That the lame man 
was not healed on condition of his believing 
that the Apostle would heal him, is very clear, 





to the Temple, and the lame man seeing them 


there being nothing in the account to Warrant 
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usin believing the man had any faith in the says the Apostle Paul “‘we rejoice with joy un-| doctrine, and inaccordant with the scriptures. 


power of the apostles; in fact there could be) 
no such faith exercised for the Apostle Peter | 
declared what was a direct denial of its being | 
their own power ; and gives the cause,—That | 
the God of Abraham &c. had glorified his| 
gon Jesus; that in his name-through faith in| 
his name, hath made this man strong whom | 


speakable and full of glory.” 
ed on evidexce brought home to the mind or 
understanding, and is not a cold assent to what 
may be’proposed belief, nor is it a belief in any 
proposition without the consent of the judge- 
ment or understanding. I have thought it 
neccessary to say thus much, that my views 


e see and know: yea the faith which is by | may not be misapprehended,or misrepresented. | 


him (Jesus) hath given him this perfect sound-| 
ness in the presence of you all. 
The declaration of the apostle Peter, “ Sil- 
ver and gold have I none, but such as I have 
give I unto thee ;” teaches us all that we have 
duties to perform, important ones to ourselves 
as well as those around us, That if any ofus 
like the apostle, have no silver or gold; we 
have rational powers and faculties, given us 
for the Wisest and best of purposes; that by | 
exercising these faculties in the best manner | 
we are able, we may be useful in our day and | 
generation ; we may contribute much to the | 
furtherance of Gospel truth, and have the sat-| 
isfaction in some small degree of being instru- | 
mental in furthering our own happiness, and | 
unriveting ‘the chains of bondage with which | 
the human mind has been enslaved. 
remember that we must work while the day | 
lasts, knowing that the night cometh in which 
no man-can work. May we endeavour to act 
worthy of the vocation wherewith we are call- 
ed, remembering that our duty and our happi- 
ness are inseparably connected; and that 
whatsoever we sow, that shall we reap ; so that 
when we come to the close of time, we may 
leok back on a life well spent, being assured 
that when our earthly house of this tabernacle 
be dissolved, we have a building of God an 
house not made with hands eternal in the 
heavens: that no unhallowed motives of pop- 
ular favour, or fear of the frowns ofthe scornful 
of the age has moulded our condnet, that when 
our duty is made plain before us, we should 
walk in it without regard to consequences. 
Lest any one present should be inclined, 
trom the remarks 1 have made to conclude 
that we consider faith or belief of no conse- 
quence, I would observe, that there is proba- 
bly no denomination who value an evangelical 
faith more highly than we do. It is true how- 
ever, that we do not substitute faith for obedi- 
ence, neither do we suppose that our belief 
makes any thing true, which was not as much 
a truth before we believed as afterwards. A 
great importance is by us attached to faith ; 
we believe that by falth we enter into rest, as 
saith the Apostle, “‘we which have believed 
do enter into rest.” Had the sisters of Laza- 
rus have believed at that time their brother,was 
to rise from the dead, and be restored to their 
embraces; they would have rejoiced with ex- 
ceeding joy. Had the lame man have be- 
lieved that when the Apostle spoke and said 
‘Look oqus,” he was really to be healed and 
made perfectly sound, what think you, would 
have been his feelings; faith my respected 
friends is the substance of things hoped for, 
the evidexce ofthings not seen. “Believing,” 





Let us | 








FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 
TINDENCY OF UNIVERSALISM. 
It is often said, by them who are opposed 

to Universal Salvation, that this doctrine, on 
account of the liberty it gives to the sinner to 
an equality with the rest of mankind in the 


world to come, is of an immoral tendency and | 


an encouragement to commit sin. But that 
they are in an error in this particular, I think 
may be perceived with little difficulty. The 
doctrine of Universalism, by declaring that the 
“‘way of the transgressor is hard” rather pre- 
vents men from sinning than encourages them 
in it. It is not so well adapted to lead men to 
commit sin, as the doctrine which declares 
that sin is painful in the world to come, but 
not in this world. When a man is told, that 
people may go on in sin in this world, and ex- 
quisitely enjoy themselves, and,by an hour’sre- 
pentance at the close of their life may escape 
the punishment due to it, and enter into com- 
plete happiness in the world to come, he will 
in reason, prefer the road of sin, to the hard 
road of virtue. He will go on in all the wick- 
edness which he ean commit, and, through 
this deception,render himselfa most abandoned 
sinner, because it is a natural consequence. 
But, if you tell a man, that “he that doeth 
wrong shall receive for the wrong which he 
hath done,” that “the way of the transgressor 
is hard,” he will be detered ftom practising 
vice, and will do the thing which is right.— 
Because it is also a natural consequence.— 
And if you tell him that, in the words of the 
Bible, “the ways of virtue, are ways of pleas- 
entness, and all her paths are peace,” he will 
be in no danger of commiting sin. For he 
would thereby subtract from his own happi- 
ness. Now this is exactly what Universalism 
teaches, viz. that good and bad actions receive 
their reward in this state of existence and not 
in the world to come. And it can, therefore, 
with no propriety be said to be a licentious 
doctrine, or of an immoral tendency. 

To the writer of this article, it appears, that, 
from the insignificancy of some of the argu- 
ments made use of against the doctrine of 
Universalism, the opposers of that doctrine are 
more inclined to support their own creeds to 
the entire rejection of that, believed by others, 
than to discover truth by fair methods of in- 
quiry. Of this, any man may be convinced, 
by attention to the practice of the opposers of 
Universalism. When they find the futility of 
the objections which they urge against the 
doctrine of Universalism, they descend to ridi- 
cule and calumny. It has been said by them, 
that the doctrine of Universalism is a licentious 





iaith is found- | They, moreover, say, that it is an eucouraye- 


ment to sin, by giving the sinner a state of com- 
plete happiness beyond the grave, and not 
making any distinction between the good and 
the bad in the world to come. And all this 
they say without proof of any kind. But { 
have shown their assertions to be utterly false, 
by shewing that the doctrine of Universalism 
is in strict accordance with the scriptures, and 
does not tend to licentiousness. ‘The way in 
which they try to disprove the doctrine of 
Universal Salvation, is, when passages of scrip- 
ture evidently supporting this doctrine are 
quoted,to cite some passage ofscripture, which 
apparently contradictsthem. ‘Thus, when I 
bring forth the passage ‘‘As in Adam all die, 
even so in Christ shall all be made alive,” 
they cite the passage in Matthew, “these 
shall go away mto everlasting punishment, 
but the righteous into life eternal.” Now, 
that this is an unfair way of proceeding 
in disputes concerning the future state of man- 
kind, any man of candour will readily allow.— 
The Scriptures must be in harmony one part 
with another ; and, if they declare in one part, 
that “God is, good fo all, and his tender mer- 
cies are over all his works,” any other passage 
which contradicts this, must not be understood 
in its literal sense, but construed to suit the 
favourable side of God’s character. For we 
must not allow, that the Sacred Penmen were 
inconsistent, nor that one of them asserted one 
thing of God, which another denied. When it 
is said, that “God is love,’”’ we are to make the 
whole tenour of Scripture agree with this dec- 
laration, that we may be consistent in our in- 
terpretation of Scripture, and that we may do. 
most honour to the character of the divinity.- 
By this method of interpretation God is a God 
of love and the doctrine of Universalism is 
true Scripture doctrine as any man of sen 
who will look into it with a scrutinizing e 
will readily discover. It will be perceiv 
that they, for the greater number ofp 

are declarations of the love and mercy of God, 
of his great love for sinners, of his disposition 
to save all mankind, and of the final restitu- 
tion of all things. J. F. M. 





FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 
SUICIDE. 


On the 20th of September last, in the town 
of Sharon, Mass. Mr.. Puitie Hewins put & 
period to his life by cutting his throat. He. 
had been a respectable member of the Baptist 
Church in that town for several years. He 
imagined he had committed “ the unpardon- 
able sin,” and was doomed to endless misery, 
which is supposed to be the cause which led 
him to commit the shocking deed. 


— 
THE GOSPEL PREACHER. 

The first No. of this work will be published, on or. 
about, the first of November, next. [(7It is partic 
ularly desired that persons holding subscri pe 
pers for the work, should forward them, or the list of 
the names, to the publisher, by the Ist of Novem 
that he may be enabled to judge, in some measure, @ 
the No. of copies necessary to be published. 
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eR. RIWEE.AMD | 


Has inserted in the Oxive Bgancn, under the 
hoad “Query,” the following. 

“The Editor of the Christian Télescope has 
inveighed against the proceedings of the Hud- 
son River Association. Will this redound to 
his honor? Who had the best means of judg- 
ing what was proper to be done in relation to | 
all matters which come before the Associa- 
tion? members of the Body, who were on the 
spot, or a Brother in Providence, R. 1?” 
REPLY. 

The Editor of the Telscope und Miscllany has in- 
deed freely expressed his opinion of the proceedings 
of the Hudson River Association, and is fully satisfi- 
ed of the correctness of that opinion. 

Whether it will redound to his honour, or not, is a 
matter of small consequence ; as he has not written 
with a view of securing to himself either honour or 
profit. In writing thus far, however, he has discharg- 
ed what he believed to be an honest duty, and 
cheerfully submits to all the consequences in which 
it may result. 

In answer to Mr K's. last question, we beg leave 
to inform him that we are not#ignorant of what pass- 
ed at thet association, (though not published in the 
minutes,) but could probably tell him more about it 
than his Agitation at the moment permitted him to 
observe. 

For the Benefit of all concerned, we hope the chal- 
lenge to “Justice” will be accepted, and a full devel- 
opement of the facts follow. 

Mr. K. may expect some remarks from us upon the 
“DECLARATION OF HIS FAITH AND MODE OF PREACH- 
inc,” in a futuremumber. 








‘ MINUTES 
Of the GENESEE ASSOCIATION 
For 1827. 


The ministers and delegates composing the 
— Asociation of Universalists, met ac- 

rding to adjournment,in Benton, Yates coun- 
ty, N. Y. September 26, aud opened the coun- 
cil with prayer by br. O. Ackley. 

1. Chose br: Hollis Sampson Moderator, 
and br. W. I. Reese Clerk. . 

2. Voted, that brs. J. S. Flagler, I. Whit- 
x and A. Peck, residing out of the territo- 
riaF limits of this Association, be admited as 
members of the Council during its present 
session. . 

3. Proceeded to read the letters from socie- 
ties, and examine the credentials of delegates; 
when the following bréthren were found to 
compose the council : 

Ministering brethren.—Hollis Sampson, Par- 
ma, Monroe county, N. Y. J. S. Flagler, 
Scipio, Cayuga county, N. Y.; C. Morton, 
Barre, N. Y.; H. Roberts, West-Bloomfield, 
Ontario county, N. Y. ; L. S. Everett, Auburn, 
N. Y.; O. Ackley, Hopewell, N. Y.; I. Whit- 
nall, Skaneatles, N. Y.; Alfred Peck, Fredo- 


nia, N. Y.; W. I. Reese, West-Mendon, N./| 


Y.; L. Knapp, Brighton, N. Y.; 
Lay Delegates—S. Potter, Lima; Orin 
Miller and J. Beaver, Victor : P. N: Bradford, | 





Perrinton; J. Smith and A. Wyman, Ontario: 


Reuben Gage and Ezra Rice, Benton: J. Kib- 
be, York: E. Cook and E. 8. Daton, Pen- 
field : Geo. Richmond and Paul Fuller, Riga: 
Wm. Canfield and 8. Parkhurst, Hopewell : 
L. Talmadge, Parma. 

4. Received requests from the societies in 
Rochester, York, Victor and Benton, to be 
admited into the fellowship of the Association. 


|Granted their several requests. 


5. Repaired to the house of worship, and at- 
tended divine service in the following order: 

A. M. Introductory prayer by br. J. S. Flag- 
ler ;—Sermon by br. L. Knapp: text, Isa, 
xxviii. 16. Concluding prayer by br. W. I. 
Reese. 

P. M. Introductory Prayer, by br. I Whit- 
nall ; Sermon, by br. J. S. Flagler: text Prov. 
xi. 30 ; Concluding Prayer, by br. C. Mor- 
ton. 

6. Appointed brs. H. Sampson, O. Ackley, 
and L. Knapp, a Committee to receive re- 
quests for letters of Fellowship and Ordina- 
tion. . 

7. Heard the report of the Committee of 
Discipline for the last year, who presented no 
cause of complaint as having occurred during 
their term of service. 

8. Voted, that brs. H Sampson, O. Ackley 
and W. I. Reese, be a Committee of Disci- 
pline for the ensuing year. 

9. Voted, that this Association be hereafter 
held on the first Wednesday and Thursday of 
Sept. annually. 

10. Adjourned, to meet on Thursday morn- 
ing at 8 o’clock. Met according to adjourn- 


.|ment and opened the Council with prayer, by 


br. H. Roberts. 

11. The subject of a Convention being in- 
troduced and candidly discussed, it was voted 
unanimously, that this Association disapprove 
ofthe “New-York State Convention of Uni- 
versalists.”” 

12. Voted, that this Association do not wish 
to have a Convention of any kind at pres- 
ent. 

13. On application of br. I. Whitehall, who 
had withdrawn from the Central Association : 
voted, that he be received into the fellowship 
of this Association. 

14. Repaired to the house of worship, and 
attended divine service in the following or- 
der :* 

A. M. Introduetory prayer by br. H. Samp- 
son; Sermon by br. W. I. Reese: text, Rom. 
v. 11.; Concluding prayer br. A. Peck. 


P. M. Introductory prayer by br. L. S. Ever- 
ett; Sermon by br. H. Sampson: text, St. 
John vi. 37—39.; Customary addresses by br. 
L. 8S. Everett ; Concluding prayer by br. J.S. 
Flagler. 

15. Appointed a committee of four, consist- 
ing of brs. H. Sampson, and I. Whitnall, Min- 





* Besides the discourses delivered on the days of 
the session, six others, at different es, were at- 
tended in the evenings of Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday, in that vicinity. Brs. Sampson, Peck, 
Whitnall, Everett and Reese, officiated on those oc- 
casions.. 


isters; and brs. Talmadge and Parkhurst, 
Laymen, to attend the Conference at Auburn 
on the third Wednesday and Thursday of Oct. 
next, to take into consideration the agitated 
question of the proposed Convention. 

16. Appointed brs. C. Morton, and W. I. 
Reese, a Committee to visit the Cayuga As- 
sociation to meet in the town of Venice (for- 
merly Scipio) on the first Wednesday and 
Thursday of Oct. next ; brs. H. Sampson and 
W. I. Reese, to visit the Chautauque Associ- 
ation to meet at Freedonia on the last Wednes- 
day and Thursday of Oct. next ; br. O. Ackley 
to attend the Central Association to meet at 
Fly Creek, on the first Wednesday and Thurs- 
day in June next ; br. H. Sampson to visit the 
Black River Associaticn, to meeton the second 
Wednesday and Thursday in June next: and 
br. W. I. Reese to visit the Chenango Associ- 
ation, to meet at Greene, the last Wednesday 
and ‘Thursday in August next. 

17. Voted, unanimously, that the thanks of 
this Association be presented to the Baptist 
Church and Society in Benton, for their kind- 
ness in opening their meeting house for our use 
during the session. 

18. Appointed br. W. I. Reese, a standing 
clerk for this Association for the ensuing 
year. 

19 Appointed br. L. 8. Everett to prepare 
the Minutes of this session for the press, and 
accompany the same with a Circular Letter to 
the brethren. 

20. Voted, that the Minutes and Circular 
Letter be published in the Gospel Advocate. 

21. Adjourned, to meet at the Centre of 
York, Livingston co. N. Y. on the first Wed- 
nesday and following Thursday in September, 
1828. 

Prayer and Benediction by br. O. Ackley. 

H. Sameson, Moderator. 
W. I. Reese, Clerk. 





The Boston Recorder and Telegraph warns 
all ‘‘Christian parents, ” not to send their sons 
to Cambrige College, as that would not be 
“training them up in the nurture and admon- 
ition of the Lord.” “It isa fact, says that 
paper, of which the public ought to be fully 
apprised that the Hollis Professor of Divinity, 
(Dr. Ware,) to whom the students look as 
their religious teacher, has declared himself 
an Universalist. Can the Christian parent, 
by placing a son under such an influence, put 
in jeopardy, his moral and eternal well being, 
and be innocent?” This is the paper which 
once modestly said, that a man who sends his 
son to Cambridge University fited him out with 
a coach and six to ride to hell in! 


To CorresponpEnts.—“I. S.” is particularly wel- 
come to our columns, as we recognize in her beauti- 
ful effusion, the well known style of an old and fa- 
vorite correspondent. “J.M.” and a@ poetical effu- 
sion from an old friend, are received, and shall have 
immediate attention. We should be glad to hear 
from “ELIZA,” “A. F.” “D***.” and many other 
friends.. 
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Poctry. | Parvied, 
-| In this town, on Monday evening last, by Rev. 
FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. | Dr. Edes, Mr. Almon D. Hodges, to Miss Martha 
LINES, Comstock, all of this town. 
Origially intended for the Album of a Lady, un- At Valley-Falls, Mr. Almun 8S. Alden, to Miss 








known to the Author. Eliza Carpenter.—Mr. Nathan Arnold, to Miss Har- 
Except by name I know thee not, riet Webb. 
And [am all unknown to thee ; In Tiverton, Mr. George S. Harwood, of this town, 
Yet, Lady, might I choose thy lot, |to Miss Mary S. Waldin, daughter of Capt. George 
How happy were thy destiny ! Waldin, of Newport. 
Friendship should strew thy path with flowers,| |, Roxbury, Mr. Robert H. Ives, of this town, to 
And Love for thee a garland twine ; Mies Harsiet B. Amory. 
And, not alone in youth's gay hours, In Boston, Mr. Thomas D. Shumway, formerly of 


The flowers, the wreath, were ever thine. this town, to Miss Mary Blackstock. 


In New-Haven, Mr. Alexander Ducan, to Miss 


Sweet are the flowers which Friendship rears, 
Sarah Butler, of this town. 


When grief this chequered scene invades ; 
And Love’s fair wreath more bright appears, 
As its dark wing our pathway shades. Died, 
If Love and Friendship but abide, In this town, on the 12th inst. Mary, daughter of 
And meek Religion freight wat barque, the late Capt. Artemas Brown, aged 7 years. 
Our anchor, Hope, and Faith our guide, In Pawtucket, on Monday morning last, Major 
Rude waves in vain its progress mark. Ebenezer Tyler. . 
In Pawtuxet, Mrs. Ruth Wilcox, wife of Mr. Na- 
than Wilcox, aged 54 years. 
In Newport, Mrs. Hannah Gladding, aged 22 years. 
—Mr. Isaac Dennis, aged 21 years—Mr. Freeborn 
Coggeshall, aged 48 years. 








For they still shed a light divine, 
Though sorrow’s darksome billows roll, 

That mid her deepest night doth shine, 
A beacon to the troubled soul. 

Oh, be that beacon ever thine ! 
May it each gloomy scene illume ; 


And with redoubled lustre shine, PROPOSALS 





To light thy passage to the tomb. FOR PUBLISHING A MONTHLY PAMPHLET ENTITLED 
And when thou’st passed the darksome vale— The Gospel Preacher. 
The King of terrors’ dread domain, The Publisher of the Curistian TrEscore AND 


May Seraphim thy presence hail Usiversatist MiscELany, as the means of dissem- 
To Christ our Kina’s cternal Relen inating the principles of Universalism, and of 
een 8 , gn. subverting the deleterious effects of the numerous 
There with the sweet, celestial choir, sectarian tracts, with which our land is at present 
Oh, mayst thou chant in deathless lays, completely inundated, and which he conceives to be 
With pean, higher still, and higher, only calculated to poison the inquiring mind, and to 
: a render it the passive, and desponding subject of error, 

Our dear Redeemer's eudless praise ! doubt and comaites fears ; proposes publishing by 


ipti f 16 
And if that little spark of love, — yo! Lt ~yye- R ry 
Which glows within a stranger's breast, to contain two Original Sermons, from the pens of 


An emanation from above, living pe ecegee + - hp ee Fame + ma designed to 

, ive a clear and full exp ion of some 0 

Pe ot a eae one — blest ; oly-writ, and to explain the true principles of the 
1, shall not Hx, the living Spring, Gospel as understood by Universalists. 

Whence Love and Hope and Mercy flow, This work will be issued on the most economical 

With pity view man’s suffering, plan, so that it may be afforded at such a price, as to 

ensure its gratuitous circulation by such individuals 


And end in bliss ant human wo ? as may be disposed to forward the important object. 
Oh, doubt it not ! but trust His grace, sat ae rene he . 
“Wh ed t Hi ” THE GOS wi publis! ed 
But me a a ay Gens on the first Wednesday of each month, handsomely 

ry gyre dail printed on fine r, and neatly stitched in coloured 

To turn to God each wayward one. covers, and will be sent to subscribers at $1 per. 
And he his mission shall fulfil, year in advance ; and whenever 1000 subscribers are 


obtained, the Publisher pledges himself to reduce the 


Mankind from sin and sorrow free ; price to 75 cents. 


He shall do all Thy glorious will, The work will be commenced as soon as a suffic- 
Oh, ever blessed Deity ! ient number of subscribers are obtained to warrant 
the undertaking. 
These thoughts that thus within me spring i — ‘or the Telescope and Miscellany, are 
Spontaneous from an humble heart, , -} equested to use their influence in obtaining von uber 
iin ath the vein imarinl bers for the Gosrr Preacner, and to act as Agents 
a. ee! for the same. [(7 Every 5th. copy allowed to those 
Of insincerity and art. ? who obtain 4, or more subscribers, and become ac- 
Haply my faith may not be thine, —— for the “yr hs ie akc 
Yet t it thy ind va crs. scriptions to returned Yy st of No- 
ess Sree Ae ulgencs’ elaim ; vember, next, to JOHN S. GREENE, Publisher 
Of a & LOVE, SloPE, M¥ncy, shine, of the TELESCOPE and MISCELLANY, Provi- 
Embracing aut, oF EVERY NAME. nee, R. I. ; 
Hudson, Scpt. 9th, 1827. Ls Septemb 3 8th, 1827. 


! 


QUARTERLY CONFERENCE. 

A Quarferly Conference of Universal'st Ministers 
will be hohen at CENTRAL-FALLS, near Paw- 
tucket, on "Puesday, 30th inst. Discoarses will be 
delivered, Morning, Afternoon and Evening. 

{FP Ministering brethren in adjoining States are 
respectfully invited to attend. 


JUST PUBLISHED, 


And for Sale at this Office, A Series of Letters, 
addressed to Rev. Hosea Batxoc, of Bosten ; being a 
vindication of the Doctrine of A FUTURE RET- 
RIBUTION, against the principal arzuments used by 
him,Mr. Ba.roun, and others. By Cuartrs Hupsos, 
Pastor of a church in Westminster, Mass. Printed 
by D. Watson, Woodstock, Vt. 307 pages 8vo. Pr'ce 
$1, bound and lettered. 


A ROLLER, 


Nearly new, and in complete order, may be had at 
this office ; price, $14, if applied for immediately. 


LOST 


ON Sunday Evening last, between the Town 
Pumps at the north end and the Rev. Mr. Pickrrixe’s 
Meeting-House, A LADIES’ WoO 
MUSLIN VAND » with a Breasr- 
Pin attached thereto. The finder will be satistacto- 
rily compensated for kjs trouble, by leaving the same 
with Jostan Sxow, or at this office. 

September 29. . 


PROPOSALS 


FOR PUBLISHING AT PHILADELPHIA A NEW SERIES OF 


PLAIN TRUTH! | 
“ Hear this, O ye thut swallow up the needy, and 
make the poor of the land to fail.”—nisLe. 
PROSPECTUS. 

The editors and publishers, believing the various 
religious combiriations which are, and have been, 
entered iito in our country, to be fraught with evils 
of the first magnitude—that national preachers, and 
national societies are both unscriptural and anti? 
American—inasmnch as they endanger our rights 
and privileges asa free people, and enable | 

















ambitious, and designing men, to lay a foundation for 
the establishment of a NaTionaL HIERARCHY ; which, 
if not opposed, would at no distant period, establish 
national ra cag a9 re induced to resume the p 
lication of Plain Truth. 

We make no pledgcz, knowing how little they 


¢| would be valued ; will only say that while we 


have strength to wield a pen, we shall exert every 
nerve in defence of our free institutions. 

The puling hypocrites, who, under the garb of 
sanctity, have clothed their backs, and filled their 
pockets, with the hard earnings of industrious poyet* 
ty, will be exposed in all their naked deformity. 
lone widow and orphan will be rescued from the har- 
py claws of fanaticks, who would fain devour them. 
And — on the a hand, we or arg defend 
pure and undefiled religion, we shall spare no pains 
to unmask and expose that craftiest cy all crafts 
PRIEST-cRAFT. The columns of Plain Truth will be 
open to all—influenced by none. All sectarian con- 
troversies = be | oe a ma We shall & 
vote our whole souls to the purpose of exposing 
“ pious frauds” and eutttgdliens: of every sect and 
denomination. Our motto shall be “ The truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth.” 

THE PUBLISHERS. 

Plain Truth will be published every other Satur- 
day, at Philadelphia, on a royal octavo sheet, and 
will be afforded to subscribers at One Dollar only, if 
paid in advance. All communications must be ad- 
dressed “ Editors Plain Truth,” &«. postage Pale 
Subscription rs to be returned on or before De 
cember next. Post Masters will please forward the 
names of those wising to become subscribers. ' 

Md Post Masters and Printers 

Philadelphia, 7 mo..1827. 
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